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GILBERT 10SS MAY FRING A DECISIVE BATTLE OF THE FIEETS

PACIFIC WAR::3 - Capture of one Atoll in the Gilberts and impending
' : capture of two others was announced today on, the
fourth day of the American kMid Pacific invasion. This virtual com=-
pletion of the first critical phases, achievement of air bases from
which to rout the Japs from the rest of the Gilberts and pound the near~
by Marshalls incessantly, stamped the drive as the fastest moving one
yet unleashed against Nippbons oubtpost defenses, = = g

. Cnly a few hours affier Secretary of the Navy Knox defined
the strategic objectives as ouster of Japan from the Madnated islands -

and shortening of American supply lines to tho Southwest Pacific,

Admirel Nimitz amnounccd these developments:

Makin has been captured; Tarawa, site of the bloodiest enenmy
resistance is certain to be captured. Apamamas situation is well in
bands American aircraft carriers conmtinue to pour out their planes in
g teamwork assault with army land bascd planes on the Marshalls,

Tokyo radio told the Japanesc that the invasion, "Presages
& real decisive battle of the fleet," Secretary.of the Navy Knox in
characterizing the drive as the, "beginning of a ncw campaign against
Japan from the “Yentral Pacific on a much more direct routc toward Japan®
said at Washington, "No clements of the enemy fleet have been scen.

The attack has not as yot pulled the Japs out of shelter,® :

OFFENSIVE OPERATTONS CONTINUZ ON GRAND SCALZ Iil SOUTHJEST PACIFIC

MACARTHUR'S HEADQUARTERS:::.. . In the soctors of 4dmiral Halscy and
: ; ‘ General Macirthur, to the southwost
of the Gilberta whors other enemy ouposts are being crumbled in the
northern Solomons and on northeastern Now Guinea, war advises today
told of cerial assaults on cleven Japancse points with the hocvicst
dirccted at Gasmata, New Britain. One hundred forty two tons of oxw
plosives were dumped on Gasmata, VWithing throe days upwards of 300
tons of bombs have hit that air base guarding the back door approach
to the cnemy's pivotal air and naval basc of Rabauls Fifty two tons
of bombs were dropped at the Cape Gloucester airdrome an New Britains
western tip Rabaul is on the islands opposite cnd and ground forcos

- of Admiral Halscy moving up thce =olomons now stand within 260 milos of

it at Empross Augusta Bay on Bougainvillo.

_ Sixty tons of bombs were dropped onh Kara airdromec at Buin,
On thg solithern tip of Bougeinvillo and on Malabita and Kongu hill gun
positionss Kieta on the opposito cnd of Bougainville was strafed . by
a dawn patrol, Hightors and dive bombers also struck at installations
gt lionoitu and lankara on Bougainvillo, A Liborator ecaught a 7000
ton Jap froighter tramsport off New Ircland scoring dircct hit and for-

cing the crew to abandon p%e ship. Othgr bombing and strafing visits
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HEAVIEST ATR RATD IN HISTORY ON BERLIN

* IONDON:~:  The heaviest aerizl bombardment in history pourcd more

' ; than 23%00 long tons of explosives and incendiaries upon
Borlin Monday night and Tuesday night Germen radio stations shut down
in a possible indication that Allied forces wore attacking again in a
campaign to force the Nazis to their knees through airpower, 1000 RAF -
bombers participated in Monday nights abtack on the worlds fourth laTr=-
gest c¢ity in an assault which exceeded oven the 2300 ton bhombardment
which knocked out Hamburgs. : :

| HBAVIEST SHOWSTORM PARALIZES COMMUNICATIONS

BOSTON,M4SS:~:  Now Englands worst Novembc:
: ; - snow storm in decades lef®

a two foot blanket over many rcgions Tuesdagk
took at loast onc life and put 8,500 tolc= -
 phones out of ordor and cut off nine towns .
from clectrical servico. The hoaviest fall
in a settled community was in Dublin, New
> Haapshire, where 24 inches had fallen up to
e ;7 mid morning. : o

S— EEACHED SHIP TOWED TO DRYDOCK

NEW YORK:~:  The cargo vesscl James Longstrect which had crashod

upon a sahdy beach on Sunday was pulled clcar of the
beach early on Tucsday and towed to dry dock, the Third Naval District
announced, The 7916 ton ship with 70 aboard went aground in a storm.
Coast Guardsmen ran a linc aboard to rescuc thce mon,

PRESIDENTYS SON SHOT DOWN OVER ENEMY TERRITORY

NEWARK ,NeJa =2 Mrs., Rooscvelt takes with a grain of salt e roport

= ' that her son Rlliott has been shot down over cnomy
territory. "I heoard from Elliott not so long ago and ho said cvery=-
thing was all right", She statced Monday night after attonding the
premier of "™iarching with Johnny" musical show sponsored by the Natio-
nal CIC War Relief Committco hcre. o ‘

 REAR /DMTRAT RECEIVES AVURD

WASHINGTON:= ¢ The Navy announcced Tucsday the award of thc Logion of

Ve _ lierit to Roar Admiral Olaf M. Hustvedt, Chicf of Staf
to the Commander in Chicf of tho United Stetes Atlantic Fleet, for
services in organizing the Flcet and its bascs,

CENSORS CUT OFF BROADOAST

NEVW YORK:=: Columbia Broadcasting System apnnouncod Tucsday that tiac
Office of Censorship had cancellcd authorization of the
broadcast of formor King Carol of Rumania, and that as a rosult ncithc
Carol nor any of his opponcnts will be heard in a broadcast origincll;
scheduled for Tuecsday nighte - -

ROOSEVELT URGES ACTTON ON SOCIAL SECURITY PLAN FOR /RIED FORCES

VASHITIGTON: = Presidont Rooscvelt scnt Congress a formal request
Tuosday that it do somcthing now about providing rus

toring out pay cnomploymént allowances and social sceurity crcdits fo

men and women in uniform. In addition he ursed the lemislntora dr n
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PLAN OF THx bAE, WEDNASDAY, NOVEMSH. 23, 1943
Condition II Seection 2 relisve the watch. |
Ravaille, | . 2
Plight Quarters,

Tawn Goneral Quarters;

Secure frqm @General Quarters =~ Set Condition,iII Section 2.
Gondition III Section 3 relievs thé watch. . '

Muster on stations. |

1100 - A1l Fifth Division seamen 2/c of port watch report

to Ens. Way in school roome

Condition III Section 4 relieve the watchs .
1415 ~-Skylbokaﬁts_o£ “"L" and 6th division not on watch
report to schpol.rﬁom for insf#ﬁc%idﬁ. .
1515 =~ Instr&cfich fﬁr Quartermésters in school rooms
Conaition III Sectibp 1 relieve the watchs

Condition III Section 2 relleve the watch.

Condition III Section 3 relieve the watch.

- Darken ship on main deek and above.

Ohe-half (%#) hour after sunset = darken ship.

2335 - Condition II Section 4 relieve the watch.

J. T« WARREN,
Commander, U.S. Navy,
Lxocutive Officer.

NOT#: (1) All hands are again cautioned that used gum must be
thrown over the side or placed in spit kits or trash cans. He-
cently there has been same evidence of gum cbout the decks; and
yesterday three scubtle butt drains had to be cloured as a result
of gum, If this does not cease at onee, the privilege of purchas-
gunm st the Ship's Store will be withdrawn.



The follow;ng despatch from Conmander Task Force 54
ig quoted for the 1nfarmatlon of all hands: :

THE UNITS ATTACHED TO THIS FORCE ARE HQNORLD LN HAVLNG.
BEEN SELhGLbD TO STRIKE ANOTHER HARD BLOW AGAINbT HE
ENEMY BY CAPTURLNG THE GILBERT ISLANDS X ! THu CLOSK
COOPZRATION BETWSEN ALL OUR SERVICSS THE_SP;HIT OF

LOYsLTY TO EACH OTHER AND THE DETERMINATIUN TO SUGGEED

GIVES W COMPLETE CONFIDENGE THAT We WILL FIGHT UNTIL

We HAVE- ACHIEVED SUCCESS X I RAISE MY HAND IN SALUTE

TO THE SPLENDID COURAGE AND FIGHTLILG SEIRIT.GF THIS

_ UNDEFEATﬁn TEAN OF ARMY KAVY AND WAINGS dHEiHbH ATTACHED
70 SHIPS AIRCRAFT OR GROUND UNITS AIND S4Y 10 YOU THAT I
KNOW THAT GOD WILL BLESS YOU AND GIVE YOb,srahwela Tu_3
WIK A GLOKIOUS VICTORY X SIGNED REAR ADHIRAL TURNER

- The following messaga from Commander Cantral Paclflc
Forces to Task Force 52 is quoted below:

"G ONGRATULATIONS TO ALL HANDS NORTHERN ATTACK FORCE

' FOR JOB WELL DONE X SIGNED SPRUANGE



