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It wxs his Rrst night landing, arrd
hc carnc aboard thc rvrong c:rrrict,
brrt hc slrook with friglrt whcn
hc hcard the captrins trrgic
 Duounccrncut in thc morni[g

BO,\RD r P.cillc Fl€et Ai.cnft Car-
rier: TIe lile wildcals $ere lost.
The! h3d rnn inlo bad w€alher aiter

fuling ofi ftum thcir cicorr cafier, and nov,
xs tncy .irclcd our c!'rier f.r.c, dre nishl
lerd* scnl !s a nies.ee:Cotrld $e site hnn
i bdrins brcl lo his shin, which sr\ at_
r reh .d  ro  !no ther  to rcc?  wc h id  ro  re l l  h im
\c  we 'e  u iy  hu t  wc  d idn \  knoa t tc  cuF
rcnr  l . c r rnm . t  n is  jeep , "  rs  the  csco . t  c *

lhs l  sas  s r ihc r inS qr ick ly ,  ds  i t  does
(1.*n ncrf the cqmt(n and. rcluchnl kr d.
,hy  f r r r i rc r  scarchnrs  a l  n ish i ,  lhc  n is f i l
cader  rskcd  i l  onc  o f  oor  car ic rs  nou ld

txlc llrcn rho!rd, Our nr8ship rerlicd lhlt
\h .  so l l l .  F fom our  own rh ip  we wa l .hed
rho first nlane skid iiound inlo the landing
circle. It als qxite drrk noF. and {e [ne!
lrrrl rhe Dilot was hrying trorble seuirg his
flanc (lo$n, but he dn.llt m^dc it. So did
n c nett rwo, al&ou8h thei. landinlt *ere

Wi ldca l  No.  4  caNe in  too  h ish , .nd  when
Lhc f i lo t . rn  n is  rh r . l l l e  Ihe  phne t l xm'ned
(1 . \n  o .  lhc , l i sh l  dec [ .  lhe  land ing  Scxr
$r r  ( rn ied  nwny i  rhe  l i8h tc r  noscd ovcr .

N lc rnsh i le .  l Ie  l i l i h  Wi l le r l  ( i t  thc  n ish l
\ ' r \  s (  l l  c i rc l i rF  r f  rhcre .  wr i l ins  l )G l ln
rL ,  ln rd .  wc  {o r i i cd  rbor l  h in

' ' (  r I i c r  X ,  c rn  y .u  r rkc  rha l  l rs t  f l xn .
rb . r rd r "  A  IRS ressasc  canc  ov4 lo  us
I on tbg. lrnncdirrclJ orr skitl,cr ordcrcd
lh. lli!ht dcck te\poried." lhnt is, all lhc
rrlanes nrassed on the after cnd oi our lli8ht
dc.k ior rhe nilht wonld !a!e lo be taricd
nn\a.d 10 siv. Wildcat No. 5 stlce enorgh
Lo land. Pil!rls .irnn.d rheir Dlancs, *r.ined
rn rlcir enli.es and, Bnidcd by plan. h3n-
dlcrs, sr.rted hliins then forwa.d 1o t:ly

( )u .  l l . t - to t  e .s  bhcker l  . r i .  o f .6 rNe,
rnLl nr)vrns \cv.rrl Lloren planes. oflc b'
, , re .  con .unrc l  ncar ly  rn  h t iu r  l )0 r in3  rh is
I t r 'Lc  *c  enuk ln  l  \ cc  lh .  o rc  r l rnu  hovcr ]ds
' r . rnJ  rF t r i r \ ,  bu t  wc  (o r ld  h .x r  lhc  d 'onc

, .  r rn r  l y .  thc  r f rc f t leck  sas  c lc r r ,  and lhc
l ' ld (n r  F i lo r  s r \  s ivcn  r  sL !nr l  to  hnd.  I  l i e
l 'n t  f xs  hc  n  Jc  r t  rhc  s rc rn  r rn rD * rs  ! r )
r r ' ( l \  r )  he  r i r . l cd  r ru rnd , , ! , in  r ; ( l  on  th .
l!'on(l l.y he mrdc r tr)uEl, 1{r *r.lrndi^{.
:1r rhc whcrls ol hN lilhrcr follcd up rh.
rirrll d.ck b a sb.. aur he

A crcsd sathoed on the flisht de.k ol Carrier X 10 ch€er Lt. lYells on hij
t*e-ofi. His wtldcat is dwirfed by the new€r.larg€r Grummn H€llcats

Lt. Mau.ice E. W€lls, shiling below, rcally
app.eciat s the heming of Thinkssivnrg Dly

\I t-'aV:- .�

in lhh w,r. Fhile I rm still iairly nerv .t
.omnxr flyi.g. Blin wrs in rhe llrn NAvy
\qurdron ro land on llendernJn l.icld on
Cuxdx l .xna l  ud  hD rho  h .d  nown { i th
'B ! r .h  O l tx re 's  squrdn)n .  So i f  hc  c . r ld i  l
Bc t  Jown sa lc ly  on  lhn l  .a rdcr ' s  dcek ,  I
J  n  r  rhnr [  my .h rnccs  sere  so  ho t .

''llcforc sc rilhlcd yolt hsk lir... wcd
bccn l l y i . r  n€ar l )  t ( r r r  hour \ .  lhc  l rs  su f '
f l !  h rd  mc won ied .  so ,  r i l c r  rhx t  c r rsh
I  b rb icd  rh .  cns ine ,  u \ ins  r !  l i l t l c  n ,c l  rs  I
cou ld .  BoJ i  When I  s . l  l |e  word  l ( i  ronc
ahoard, it vas like a De$rse lron Srntx

ca(  s lu \e l i8e  Bnby A i rcdn le ,Or than Ann ic .
Ih .  n ! \ r  N ,n in ! .  d rder \  . xmc lh rough

f(n l,icllcmnl Wells to rcforl to lrraM t{)
be In{l br$d thcrc. Ju\l bcfore noon, his
t l rnc  s r \  whcc len  onr  lo  rhc  { r '1 ina  l rn .  on
rhr  l l i r | r  dc .k .  rnd  (  r r ' i c '  X  s  roo \ iJcs  qcrc
. ,o r lcJ  r )  wr r .h  rhc  L r lc  o f l .  Whcn thc
s l r l t in !  on i (c r  ch ' )p l rcd  h is  f l r8 .  lhe  or -
nh lc rs  r l i cc rcd  rnd  ( t th rn  Annrc  \pc .dcd
i lon !  rhc  l l i !h r  dcek  xnJ  In ro  rnc  r i r ,

'Ihatrks for Evcrythhg

Wclls buzzed ' our ship x couilc of limcs,



I

d0s sL i l l  ( i r ( l inS rF  there .  $ i i r ing  h 's  ru rn
;^  bnd $e  \ . , r i cd  'hu , , r  h im'_-CaI ic r  Y ,  |  ' n  J , f  r . , l c  rh r i  Lasr  I l . ,nc
"horr,l A , B\
l tu tn  l l r !  L  ' fuJ ' r r . l J  ,  '  \ [ i t ,nc r  ' ,n1cr rL l

;h .  n '8h l  '1 . .1  ' . . r ' { rs  l .  r r  ' r  n  . , l l  hc
"ur . '  , . . - l  ' n  i l ' .  . , l r r r  r rL l  " i  , , "  l l 'N i , t

; c . t  r , ,  ,h .  nL !hr  qL{ ' l J  [ r rc  i t ,  hc  |  ' \ ' , t l

t  {1 r , i  r '  r i ' t  w i lL lL . ' r  \ . .  (  \ f . ' ! .  . '  ' f , !h

to  l ind .  I ' i l L ) l \  r ) rnnc( l  l l t i r  r l ]nc \ ,  $ . rn r td
d .  l l r c i '  cnA incs  xnd,  eL tu .J  h )  rhnc  h .n
d ic .s .  { r r l cd  l rx i ins  lhcD io rs r rd  i .  I l y

Our  nx l  lon  was t l . . l cd  o r l .  o f  c . r^e ,
and nroving selcixl d.z.n tlancs. one by
onc. con{rnied nerrl} an honr. Durins lhis
r i f le  *e  .ou ldn  t  \ec  rhc  lone p lane hovd ing
r ro !nd  urs lx i rs ,  bu t  rve  cou ld  h .a r  th .  d ro .e

l:'rr ll. lhe xiletuleck sxs clerr, and llle
Wi ld . r r  n i lo r  s r \  ! , tun  x  \ i s tu l  ro  hnd,  lhc
l l rd  f r \s  hc  n  Jc  i r  a ro  \ r .J i  r rnp  $xs  l ( \ )
h i !h ,  $  h r . i r . l c l  r r . r rd  rs r i t r  rn l  !n  lhc
{c , r r l  r ry  hc  i ' r ( i c   L i r !h  l ,u r  s r l c  land in&
A\  l l r .  {h t l s  oJ  h rs  l , !h lc '  . i , l l cd  r f  lhc
n ighr  c .k  ro  r  s lo f ,  o r '  h .a  a  { , rL .d  hcr t

I  hc ' .  ! c rc  p l . f ry  o l  l c lpnrg  hrnds  ns
t l t  F i l , ) t  h r l l  c l im l ' cd .  l i r l l  c r r ( l cd  t rod  thc
co . l ,p i r  ue  $rs  . i  n icnr  b ! lL (1 ,  xnd  th r
$cr r )  c \J r re$nn on  h is  rh rn  f rc .  $ r \  p (nr l t
concealed by n srowlh of sandy bcard.

A Twofold Reaction

Dovn in the wx.dro.nr r few ninntcs
hrc . , I  \ rN  h in  l ' l i ng  n r  p r '1  .$ ry  a  howl  o i
!Np,  hLLt  h is  h rnd  shoor  nJ  t f ia i  he  cd t r ld
h t r rd l !  h . ld  lh .  \ l r { ! ,n .  l l i s  ncrvou\ncss  hrd
rwo s t \ [ \o r \  l [ .  o rdur l  hc  h ld  ju \ l  bcer
r l i ro 'L ! l i  rn t l  l l i !  rL , ' . x \  c \ . i r .ncnL o f  b r ihA-
ln !  h i !  r ,hdc  rnd  h in r \c l i  doN.  in1r .1 .

'Whr r  wcrc  you lh in l in r  rhou l  wh. f  you
*cre . i r ( l ins  r ro ln l  !p  l r rc rc  r l re r  th r l  o lhcr
n lnnc  c , r \ l t . ( l "  l  r l l c ( l  l r i  .

''I wrs Lhi.Jiin! !ho!l nry wifc hack i'r
Jo l f t ,  l l i l n . j \ .  .nd  qondcr ins  whcLhcr  rhc
was th inknrs  rbor t  mc.  hc  rc f l i cd .  Whcn
t snw that phne abend ol mc gr !t. I srid
to rirself, \\'.11, | 8!c5s Iirl cooked now.'

' ' Ihe  p i lo t  o f  thc  p l3nc  lh r t  c ra .kcd  un
wns our  n ish l  leader ,  ! - ieu lcDrn t  B la i . .  H is
i ru  n rmc i "  L ieurcnrnr  ( j r )  Fo{ re r  L  Bh i . .
b t r r  $ .  r lwrvs  .x l l  h in  thc  C. !d .  l  v rs
l \n rA * in !  on  h i rn , .nd  qh .n  lhcy  s i rn r lc , l
h  k r  conrc  rbor rd  l | .  o lher  cnr i ( r , l  fo l
l .Ned hnn rn  lhc  hnd ins  c i re lc .  hu l  se  bo lh
8dt  \ r \e  n l l \  Lc  i i r \ l  lLnrc  hceau.e  *c  ser .
l ( r i  h ish  rn r l  ldo  lxs l

' ' l  ' l  n . \c r  t r r rdc  i  r  r I t  | ln l ins  bc l i ! c ,
rn r l  \ r t c r  I  \ xw 1 |c  (  rn  c [ \ | .  I  v l )n ic ( {
n lcn t r  hcr lhc  I  Incs  l ,e  s r \  a r  i i l d - r in rc r

in  lh is  snr .  Nh i le  I  am s t i l l  fa i r l y  ncv  n l
conr  r  l l ! ' i n rs .  B l r i r  t rns  jn  r l rc  l l ' s l  N ivy
sqrxdron rd l:nd on llend€rs.n l;lcld or
Guadalcanal and he also barl uowr with
'Brlcb o urre s squrdron- so if he couldn l
Aet dosn safcly on that caljieas de.t. I
d idn l  th ink  my .han.cs  perc  so  h . i .

''Bcfore we sighted your llsk force, wed
bccn n l ing  neu ly  lour  hoors .  The s rs  sun-
t l t  nud  n le  ro r ied ,  $ .  a t le r  dDl  .n lh
I  t \b icd  th .  on ! i rc ,  ns ins  n \  l i r t l c  n rcL  rs  I
.ould. &').|l Wbln I sol llre w('xl lo f.nre
rb . r  .  i l  wrs  l i kc  r  ne$rsc  i r .n r  Srn l r

t-ieulcnrnl lU. li. Wclls, ascd lscnlf lL{r,
l,rl bccn llrr ns ld si\ yors r\ a !Lril'rn
rnd  as  r  N ,vy  r j lo l .  r l c  h rd  r \ l J0r ic f rcd  the
u{ r r l  nunrbcr . f  c locc  c r lh ,  bu l  lh is  dnc ,  hc
llrfrcd, N3s hir neuesl aFtroach lo thc
pelrly sNres. Norv he rvas d$d rired. Thlt
hst ilighl had bcen hG rhird p.ld in onc
day, so hc lu.ned nr to snatc! a fe* houb

Aboul rine o'cl.ck 1le ncll mornins, I
sre,him clnnbnrs x ladder lo lhe bridge. He
told me he srs soint !p to sce our nxv,gabr
ro h!!c hnn lay orr 0 retun corrs. ro nis
orvn crrrie.. l{e was rn\bus to rcrorl ii&I,
rbo .n l  ro  e t t la in  $ l r r l  h r l i  hnn  ncd.  As
sc  * . ' .  l r l I inB,  1hc  n i ips  Drb l i .  rdJ rcss
sr ! .n r  oncncd up .  anJ  r l rc  c rp lx in  nMJr  r
l . r i c f  rn rounccrcn t .  Yo ln r  Wc l ls '  f rcc
hhrc l rcd .  Wi l l io r l  \ Jy i r !  xnd lhc '  {o iJ .  h .
l r t rncd  xnd ser l  h . lo t r .

D .LVn on rhc  hr fgar  de l r .  ( ' r . r ie r  X \
nrcchs hrd xdotrel rnc well\ wijrler. As
lou  rv r t  hcJ  rhcn  rc l l c l  i l  xnn  chc .k  i t s  en
einc xnd conltuts, r_or co!lLnr't hclf con
raning rts dEarfcd sizc rvjlh lhal .I the
Cruorman Hellcit. ils ,ouna.r. husliier
b(nher ehicb our nShtcr piloh ncrv.

' lhe  Wi ldca l !  + ins  \ r rn  $ r \  so  mlch
nn{lrr, ns fi,rchge rnd ensinc rerc {r nrr.h
r in ie r ,  .n . l  l l c  rcmc l rb lo  lan( l in r  rc . r .  in
.onr ru r i .o . .  l ( x , [ .n  l i kc  rhe  uJcrer r ] i . rse  o l
x  l [by  | ra !y  lhc  b r r l )  ou l l in .  o f  the
t lc l l ! r l  n r rdc  lhc  Wi l ( l c r l  l ,b l  v f ' f  r rn )
indcc ' i .  Ncrdr l !0 l rss .  thc  d rc ( l , r  s . , r  ! i v
ins  l r  n r i tg  . r ro  xnd.  in  ndn i ln  

 

l1 '  , ,nc
o f  l l r .  l i rh le r  s r lu rJn l l s  A i rc ( | l l c  r rs r l | l , i r ,
lh . rc  sc rc . r rc r  n tw  n ln igs  on  l | c  Wik l .

c^1s  n^ .hE.  t ibv  A i rcdr le .Orphu Ann ie ,
lhc  r . \ l  nur in r -  o rde 's  cnnrc  lh ro0gh

for t.ieurenrnr Wclls kr r€p.n to Trrlwa lo
bc lrftl-hrtd rhere. Just before !o.n, his
pldne was whceled otrl 1o the naning line otr
lhe nirtr dcck, and Cr e! X.s lot\ides we.e
coq{cd lo lxrch rhc rale ofi. when the
starrint .fii.c. chopFid his nae, the on
lu,lers rhecrcd rad Ofphao Annre specded
ar .ns  rhe  l l i sh t  dec l  .nd  inb  Ihc  ! i r .

't}nnks 
f'r Iiverythhg

Wr l ls  hd lz ! ( l  o ! r  \h i t  |  .ou f lc  o i  t imcs .
0y i rA  l , )w  l ln , r ' r  ( r rboxr ( i  s idc .  wrv ins  a
n icn l  y  f r rcqc l l .  l l c  wxs  . l ( ^e  e rou th  to r
os  lo  \cc  thc  g r in  on  h is  f i . c .   .d  Nhy
shdrk ln  l  he  he  hrpp !  lnd  Sra tc fu l l  In  rd -
d i ln ) .  ro  tha t . . |ow c$ate  hc  had wcr th -
ered in conring abDrrd jrsr bcfore rrliins oft
lhis ftmin!. he had polished of a turkey
dinncr. lt was thc lirst linre in months se
had hecn served tLirtey abo..d aarfief X,
bui thi\ \as a st)ecill o.c2sion one plrticu-
hrlr xpproFiatf ior Mr. Wclls. lt was

It !l1o wrs r Tlrankssivjng Ddy lhlt l-icn-
tenrnL  S laur ice  E l l inAswor ' th  we l | r .  0 ,S .N. l t . ,
$ i l l  nc fe r  lo r r t t  n t r  one ho l€  lm,Jor lan l

*h ich  le \  in  l s i th  lhc  cap-
1 . ' in \  l (  d - l l t ] [ c r  rnnoungenrcn l  rhnr  n  dc
Wc ls  lu rn  \ '  rh i l c .  I  hc  mcssrsc  thc  car
h in  dc l i vc rcd  lhc  d ry  hc lo rc  * i s  rh is :  I
rcg i r r  ro  rnnorn . r  l l r r t  rhc  cs .o r t  ca f t i c r
Ln.t,nb. lhy w.s t(trpcJocn and suni euly

' lhc  
c ! r r rc . lha l  rouns  Mf .  Wc l ls  had bccn

sexreh i i !  lo r  lhe  n ig l i r  *c  look  n im lbo ld
$rs  thc  i l  l r€d  I  i scombe tsay .  t . css  rhaD
ler hou.s after he h1d joined our conpan!.
r lroun of us .n rh. nishl deck. rcporlnrg
10 our ccne.al Qranem brrrle \kr(trs. s!!
I  dnhn l  red  r l (N  n  rhe  L^r ly . ionr i r !  sk ! .

Wf  dn ln  l  kno$ lh .n  t l r r t  $c  {c .c  vdch '
in r  lhc  cn l  o l  lhc  j ! ' c r "  . r r i c r  r l l c r  rn
cnc t r r t  lo rncL lo  hxd  nmdc r  luc l !  h i l  .n  ncr ,
\h r l  ns  r  (h r in  d i  . \ r l ( ) \ i .ns  rnd  l i r c i  ie ( l
hv  l ! ( l  r )d l \ .  rNxrnk \ .  lo 'pcdrc \  r . ( l
hor rh \  I l i c  \ l r ln  I  l c ' r rcnrnr  Wr l l s  hxJ  l r i cd
! ,  h r rd  1 ( )  l inJ  thn t  n iAh l  \ rn l  n r  l$c r t !

 

 

crcwd srrhd(d on rbc llisht dc.k of (ri|?irr x 10 cho.f t,t. wclk o. Iis
trkr{,{|. tlis Wildctrt is .hvrrfod br tle ncsd. hrgcr Cru'nmin IIell.rts

Lt. Matrricc tr. Wolh, snrili,rs hclow. rcrlty
rpprc.ir|cs rhc mcani'rg of tl nks'li!tug Dry
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