This is the verbatim original text from the '"cruise book" or souvenir-book

which we discussed and which you've seen., This is the exact text —-

‘every word, comma, period and syntactical error, if any, of the published

book is exactly the same. I also photographed mogt, if not all, of the
illustrations in the book; unfortunately, I shot slides and not prints,

therefore it would be rather pricey to have prints made of all of them

(over 100).

P.S. The text is attributed to Asst, First Lieutenant L.R. Sorenson.
A color photo of Sangamon appears on page 526 of the November 1943 issue
of National Geographic Magazine. A good research library near you may have

National Geographic issues that far back.

NEW QUEEN of the fleet—--the alrcraft carrler--has become

"' the symbol of the combined sea and air power of the U.S.

Navy. These ships have bégen Joined wilth other surface units

of the fleet to form the great task forces that swept the Japs

from the sea frontiers of the Paclfic. Their air groups threw
thousands of planes at the very heart of Japan.

Carriers are of several types, designed for assault or
for escort dutles. The scenes described on the pages that
follow were created by one of the carpiere originally put into
commigsion as an escort, but which proved herself worthy and
fit assualt and support missions in the very fighting - fronts,
the battlefields of the Pacific War.

N Th: words written  herc cannot giv. the whole story of
relaxation and battle, the alternating calm and violence, but
they do illuminate one significant point: the-carrier, whether
she be large or small, once scorned by Captalns, Admlrals and
even Generals, has proven hersclf.competont as a member of the

» Tighting forces of a great and mighty nstion.

This 1s the battle story of the light carrier SANGAMON,

She has served during the entire period of hostilitlcs on the - .
‘fighting fronts, She . was in the Atlantic and she cruleed a

long tiune in the Pacifle battling the Nips right up to their
front decor, - She was woundzd on many occassions but she did
recelve one wound that spclled death to her, roras those word
are bolng written she is being stricken from tre Navys list of

active fighting ships. Read these words with resvect and with

reverance for a grecat 1little fi.-hting lady end for a “ighting




HISTORY OF THE U.S.S. SANGAMON

This is the story of a tanker that sprouted wings, It is
- the history of a ship which, through the exigencies of war,
became an airecraft carrier and whose achievements earned her
the riame "Queen of the CVEs,"

The U.5.S. SANGAMON wott hbr winss at Newport News, Va., on
August 25, 1942, On that date she was commissioned o carrier
Just six months after the Navy began the job of converting her
from the big tanker S,5, Esso Trenton.

Her nome stems from the river Sangamon, which flows quistly

and peacefully through central Illincis. Peace was not for the
~carrier Sangamon, however, Destiny hod marked her for a turbu-
lent career--a career that carried her into the farflung battle-
fronts of the Atlantic and Pacific, She participated in major
operation after major operation. Her planes hurled tons of bombs

~and rockets on the enemy, helped clear the sealanes of enemy
shipping, Her guns blasted Jap aircraft from the skies, Her
snub nose ploughed through thousands of miles of dangerous waters,
She took part in the Atlantic's first big invasion., She fought
the Pacific war from Guadalecanal to Okinawa,

She was a small carrier but she had a big punch,

Although the Sangamon was classified as a CVE she constituted
a considerable increase in size over the early baby flattops,
She was 553 feet long, displaced 12,500 tons ond had a gross
welght of 27,50N9 tons, She was the first of four tankcrs convert-
ed into carriers, which bocame known as the Sangamon Nlass, Her
sister ships are the Suwannee, Chenango and Santee,

The Sengamon, first commended by Captain C, W, Wieber, had
en inauspicious boginning, Her crow was grecn, The shakedowm
eruise was short--a brief trip abound Chesapenke Bay, She then
embarked Air Group VC 26 and set out to sea &s a carrier for the
first time. She cruised to Burmuda, After e brief stay she and
the Suwennee and Santee, plus the carrier, Ranger, sortled for =
rendezvous with & tremendous imvasion force which had formed at
east coast ports, This armade was destined to transport and
support the North Africa landing forcee-=-thc same~foree which
formed the springboard for the oventual dcath blows against
Germany,

The rendezvous was made without mishap and the carriers foll
in astern of tho formation bound for Casablenca and Port Lyautey,
Also in the formation was the Chenango, ferrying Army P-A0s to
be used as garrison aireraft, No flight operations weroc conducted
cnroute due to tho seecrccy of the rovemont,



On November 8, 1942, the landings werc madc, with relativoly
light opposition in the Sangemon's sector of operation, All air
resistance encountered was that of thc Fronch Air Forece, The
Sengamon's air group provided combat air patrols, anti-submarine
patrols and close air support for the ground foreces, Cooper-
ation of the air arm with the ground forces during the invasion
proved to bo an eyc oponer for many officials., The Sangamcn lost
none of her plancs or pilots through cnemy action,

" The Sanpamon left this operation several days later than
it was scheduled to, A plane crash on the flight deck carried
away ell radio reecciving antennese, As a result an order for the
ship to return to the United States was not receceived until several
days after it should have been carried out. Finally messages
were straightencd out and she headed for Norfolk, Va, A part of
her air group was sent to the 0Ohenango at Casablanea to provide
eir coverage for a convoy recturning later. The pilots thus affected
rcjoined the ship at Norfolk, On her return trip the Sangamon
was battored by heavy seas, The forward part of her flight deck
was damaged and the forward catwalks werc carried away, This
necessitated a 10-day yard peried for recpairs, At the same tine |
odditional 20 millimeter guns wero added to the ship's ormanent,

Then the ship turncd her bow towards tho Pacific whero the
‘Navy was sorely in need of carriers--there was but one, Eeorly
in Deccmber, 1942, the Sangamon, the Suwannce, the cruisers
Wichito and Cleveland and e destroyer screen departed from Nerfolk
for Noumca, New Caledonia, via tho Ponama Canal, The voyago was
long and uneventful, but an intonsive program of gunnery, mancuver-
ing, communications, and tracking drills wore corried out, The
group arrived at Noumea in January. After a brief stay the carriers
were sent to Havannah Harbor at Efate Islend in the New Hobridos,
Lator the Chenengo Joined the Suwannee and Sangamon there and tho
now=-famous Carrier Division 22 was formed, with Rear Admiral
A, C, McFall commanding. It 1s now the oldest carricr division and
was the first organized during the war,

Havennah Harbor was 1ittle more than an anchorage then, but
for tho Sangamon it was homec for the next eight montha, This
period was spent mostly waiting--waiting for something that never
haeppencd, The Navy had fow carriers ready for action at that
time, So few, in fact, thet when all the old battleships and
cruisers in the South Pacific force wont out looking for tho Jap
floot at the time of Guadaleanal’s final cvacuation, only threo
carriers went elong. They were tho Sangamon, Suwannee, and Santec,
No contact with the Japs were made, however,

Once during the eight months period tho Sangamon, in company
¥1th the same group, helpéd cover the landings on the Russell
slands,

Most of tho timo was spont in port in eompany with tho
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battleships 8olorado end Marylend which had moved up from Suva,
Theso beattloships end tho thrce carriors wero orgenized into
a task group for some time but never went out together oxeept
for mancuvors,

Tho Sangamon's air group, howover, did have some active
moments, It spent two 32-doy periods on Guadaleanel during tho
height of that campaign, For the rcmainder of the time, the
eir group was shore-based on Efate Island cxcept for occasional
training excreiscs with the ship.

The last few months in the South Pacific were spent with
the carriers alternately going out for a weck or ten deys covering
convoys nmoking the run to Guadaleanal,

In fugust the Division's baso was changed to Espiritu Santo,
but tho Sangamon remained there only & short timc bcfore steeming
to Sen Franeisco for en overheul at the Merc Island Navy Yard,
The ship arrived in San Froneisco in Soptember, 1943.

She returned to the Pacific Wer in October, 1943, In the
months choad the ship's charccter was to change redically from
whet 1t had been during her previous stay in the wer zone, Her
activity had been limited for the most part to covering convoys
in the area immedintely bohind the fighting front on Guadalcanal.

Now she wae to approach the fronts hersclf., She was to participate

in the toerrific island battles to be fousht in the greot oxpanso
of ocean from Terawa to Okinawz,

During tho yard period at Mare Island, workmen hed incorpor-
ated soveral changos into tho matcrial comploxion of the ship,
Now peraveno sponson's jutted frem her eides, She hed air-oporated
barricrs to replace tho old ones which had beon laboriously
hauled up and down by hand. An inert gas arrengencnt had been
installed to give added protection to her gasoline system, Thero
was a redesigned Combet Informetion Center, end a sccond gyro
ended her reliance on tho single old one. Perhaps tho most
significant chanzcs werc tho installation of an improved Merk HII-1
cetapult in place of the Mark HII and the substitution of an SX
radar for the old SC, In addition there wes & ncw squadron, VC 37,
which operated ninc SBDs, ninc TBMs and 12 FéFs, the last bolng
o new type fighter type replacing the F4Fs formerly on the ship, .

The first port of call on the new cruisc was Ispiritu Santo,
The ehip remained there only a short timc. Then on November 9 :
she wont out to participats with tronsport and support groups in
o practicc landing at Pango Point on Efatc Island. On Novomber
13 she left Espiritu Santo again, rendezvoused with Task Force
53 the noxt day end steamed out. The Oentrol Pacific offensive

began,

First came Tarawa,
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gave birth to a litter of pups, It was this incident rather than
Dog Day itself that the crow remembors besty

On the first two days of thc operation, the ship launched
strikes, During the rost of the time, and after November 29 at
Apcmana, the ship followed a pettern which boeame increasingly
femiliar as the Pacifie offcnsive progresscd, Combot eir patrols
and anti-submarine patrols for both the target arez end the
carrier group, scarches and huntcr-killer flirhts wore leunched
regularly. Betwcen launchings the ship with other carriers of
the division fucled many destroycrs and some crulsers, Once the
Sengamon and its group contacted a Jap submerine., The U.S.S.
Cotton took the sub under attack, possibly destroying it.

Several things learned at Terawa proved important during tho
subscquent operations. In the first place there was tho question
of minimum wind with which Sanzamon class carriers could operate,
Woather conditions at Tarawa provided a ready answer., From
Deccrber 3 to December &, hourly wind averages flucuated between
o maximum of six kmots ond a minirun of two, It was concluded
that with five or more knots of wind they could operate without
undue loss, Vhen winds dropped to less than five knots coperations
still wero feasible although greater losses could be expected,

An average leunching took one minute and fiftcen scconds, and for
a limitcd number of plancs this eould be reduced to one minute,

Fuel and fueling created another problem. ¥hen the ship left
San Diego before the operation began she carried more than 3,000,
000 gallons of fuel oil, Together with the other two carriers
sho rofucled 45 destroyers and two cruisers, Sho rcceived no
fuol herself during the long cruise and yct had enough left for
18 days stoaming when she put in at Pearl Harbor.

Hor erew bogan to call hor “an oil con with wings", And
eventuanlly ons of them designod an cmblem, pointing up her tre-
mendous fual capacity, The emblom was an oil can sprouting winge

‘with "2 in 1" printed on the can, The Sangamon was scrving as 2

double duty ship in those days,

Yhile her fuel capecity was an importent logistic factor,
it prosentcd hazards too., In order to cerry such a quantity of’
fuel the ship had to fil11 her wing tanks, placing the inflammable
oil next to her skin., The anti-torpedo protection thesc tanks
afforded when filled with salt water was sacrificcd, Recognizing
this, the division commander werned agalnst use of these carricrs
a8 "handy tankers", He rccommeded the wing tanks be emptled of
all oil before ontering combat zones and that fucling be accomp-
lishecd 1in arens well removed from the scene of action.

~ The ship left Tarawa Descombor 7 to roturn to tho Statos
for Lltcrotions, The pcriod in Scn Dicpgo was espocially
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enjoyable for the crow since they werc eble to spend Christmas
at home, Peace and qulet, howcver, did not last long,

On January 13 &f the new year the Sangamon ploughed out into
the Pacific again, She paused for a day at Maul in the Hawaiian
Islands, Then she pushed on for another "D Day, This time it
was Kwajalein on Januery 31, At Kwvajalein, she launched her

routine patrols, sent off strikes and in gencral operated os she
had beforo,

Three incidents distinguished this operation from the
preceding ones, The first was a fire, .On Januery 25, still far
from Kwajalein, the ship with the others of her division broke
away from Task Force 53 to operate independently through out
the day, Everything proceeded in the usual fashion until late
afternocon, At 1651 a fighter planc came into the landing circle,
recelved a cut, floated up the flight deek, caught no arrestor

wircs, broke through the barricrs and crashed into perked planes
forward,

Its belly tonk, filled with 159 gallons of gasoline, ripped
loose and scattercd flaming fuel among the parked plancs, Fire
raged generally, The flamos ran aft for 90 feet elong the flight
deck's starboard side and whipped up over the bridge making ship
control extremely difficult, The carrier was svung out of the
wind so the fire ecould be fought and by *1651 it was under control,
Seven men died in the fire and crash, Seven were injured scriously,
Fiftcen men jumped over the side to escapc the flames and all
excopt two were subscquently picked up,

The second incident ocecurred the following day, The ships
of the formation had formed a fueling disposition, Heving complot-
ed fucling two destroyers, the Sangemon resumed zig=zagging and
commeneed a 40 dogroe turn to port, Tho Suwannce, about 1800

- yards off the Sanpamon's port hand, started a starboard turn pro=~

paratory to conducting flight operations. The ships began to nose
towards each other, Ordors wore given on both carriers to back
down, Their momentum was o little too great, i7ith both hacking
down full, they scraped bow to bow, Fortunately they almost were .
dead in the water ang only superficial damege resulted, It was
the first and only eollision the Sengamon had,

The third incident occurred on +hg night of February 11-12 !/Y
as the ship lay at anchor in the Kwajalein Lagoon, At 0203
scveral cnemy plancs wore reported 60 miles away, coming in, The
Sangamon sounded gencral quarters, None of the Planes approached
within attacking distance of the ship but several of them hcavily
bombed ncarby Roi and Namur Islands, . These islands had been
occupled by the United States forces a fou days before, Large .
explosions and many fircs could be scen from the ship but the
"all clear" signal finally scunded at 0415 without the Sangamon

*Not the. correct timo, but I have no way of finding the correction,
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herself having undergone an attaock,’ The crew, which had begun
to figurc their ship was jinxed, deecided her luck hod returned,

And return.it had, Tho Sangamon went throuzh ‘invasion
after invasion without a scratch, The log for tho remainder of
tho ycar rcads like a storybook:

;",";‘f

Enivetok==D day on February 17...strikes and patrols until
February 2/ when the ship finally departed for Pearl Harbor to
ropair the fire and collision damege...Ceptain M, E, Browder flew
aboard to relicve Captain E, P, Moore as commanding officecr,

Paleu Reid--The Sangamon rendezvoused with Task Group 50.15,
the fast carricer train, on Merch 26......1t covered 59,15 whilo
Task Forco 58 hemmerod Palau,

Atepe--D day on April 22,..covered landing for two days...
launched patrols and strikes,..little opposition,

Hollandia=-~Provided patrols from April 27 to May 5

Saipan--Rendezvousced with the carricr group of Task Force
52 on Junc 21,..supported landing for six days...fightor bombers
used by Sangamon for first time...thrce fightors lost to AN but
g1l pilots saved,,..cven the ship's torpede plancs shot down
encmy oireraft.,..only ono cncmy attack on the ship materinlized,..,
six to cight Jap planes bore down on the force the night of Juno
26,,..thoy orbitted outside tho formation, with one occasionally
brecking off to mako an attack on individunl shipe...at 2345 o
Kato closed the Sangamon...flying low it crosscd cheed ebout 100
yards oway....it circlod, dropped & torpedo which passod astorn of
tho ship...two destroyers, with radar oquipped guns, thon shot it
down in flames,

1}

Guan=-Sortied for Guem on July 10,..arrived in operating

- aroa July 13,,.morc patrols and strikes.,.covored bombardment

group until August 1,,.then back to Manus for almost a month!a rest,

And so the winter, spring and summer pessed swiftly, The

. Sengamon's crow bogan to grow restless. They were tired of "D

days, of long weeks of stcaming, They were tircd of sceing flat
coral islands, and even the clear blue water of the Pacific had
lost its beauty, They wented to go homo,

They turned towards the next operation--Morotai--with the hope

. 1t would be the last one of the yeer, The Sengamon errived off

Morotal on September 15, the day of the invasion., The landings
were larzely unopposed and there was no nced for close support
missions after the initiel wave of assault troops hit the beach.
Strike plancs were divertcd to bombing and strafing and, in gencral,
rendering inoperative the ncarby airfiélds on Helmeohoera Island,
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One memorable incident occurrad during the operation in
Wasile Bay at Halmahera, A Santoe planc, cngagerd in ¢ strafing
mission, was hit carly on the morning of Soptember 16, The
plano blew up and the pilot was thrown freec,

On the beach around the bay were many Jap gun cmplaccments,
As the pilot descended by parachute into the bay, ocur fighter
plones heavily strafed the Jap gun positions to koop them from
hitting him, OSo low did out fightors meke their runs that one
Suwannce pilot was shot down and lost,

Mganwhile a PBY was dispatched to attompt a rescuc of the
stranded Santece flier, Jap gunfiro was so intense, however,
that the slow-moving PBY was unable to carry out its mission,
The planc did get in long enough to drop a lifc raft, Tho strand-
cd flicr climbed in the raft and precariously cased into a
sheltercd spot bechind a pler jutting out into the bey,

The fighter planes continued to keep him out of Jap hands
with countless strafing runs, Back on the Sangamon, scveral
torpedo planes were rigged with smoke tanks and launched. They
arrived over the bay simultaneously with two PT boats which were
to attempt a rescue,

The torpedo planes laid & hecavy smoke screcen and tho PT
boats sped into the bay hidden from the Jap gunnecrs, They found
thelr wey to the pler and pulled the pilot aboard, In the smoky
haze, the PT boat crews spotted a small Jap tug, Thoy whipped
towards it, opened fire with their 40 millimeter guns and sank it,
Then they sliced through the smoke sercer out of the bay and to
safety,

That no encmy air attacks occurred at Morotal does not
indicate that Jap planes were absent, They regularly were over
tho landing arca either before the combat air patrol arrived at
davm or after it left in the evening,

In him comments on the oporation, the division's commander -
pointed out several things which were to be important in future
operations, He reoferred to the helplessness against a night
torpedo attack of a CVE unit scrcened only by destroycer escorts,
He recommended that destroyers and light anti-zireraft curisers
be added to the earriecr dispositions, He suggested that pilots
be given training ashoro in night oporations, Perhaps his most
pertinent remark camo with the recommendation that an additional

type rodar be instelled on at leoast one ship of the division,

"In amphibious operations," ho said, "whero operations are
carricd on in closc proximity to land massos, it would bo rola=-
tively casy for aircraft to follow land until oppositc the for-
mation and thon oclogo it without boing dutootod,"
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That sot the kcy for Leyte,

Then tho Sengamon left Morotail on the 27th a socond chaptor
in hor Pacific war expericnco came to a elose, Althouszh she hed
rcquired clmost an cntire ycar to build up her standout record,
thero had been a minimum of mishaps, Betwoen October 19, 1943,
and Soptembor 27, 1944, she had participcted in six major invas=-
ions, She had steamod 89,261 miles., She had launched end landed
4,834 plencs, These plancs had expended 537,80N pounds of bombs
and 482,200 rounds of 50 caliber ammunition, It was an envieble
record,

At the conclusion of the Morotai campaign, the Sengamon did
pot head homeward, There was one morec thing to be donc in 1944,
There was onc more invasion-——destined to be the biggest, most
cction-packed cvent the ship was to participate in during that
year,

When the Sengamon returncd to the anchorage at lMonus after
Morotal, fow aboard realized Just how soon their ship would
suffor its first battle scar. The crew somctimes referred to
hor es "Sangy, the Unsinkable" beeauso of her fortunes in battle,
She had ecen a Jap torpcdo plane run at her one dark night off
Saipan, She hed been drawn within the scope of sub attack, She
had nosed precariously through countlcss Jap-hcld islands, Yet
not onoc had she been stung by a torpodo or picrced by o bomb,

So whon tho first hints of the noext operation--the Philipm
pines--scepcd vie grapevine to the crew, a feoling of onxicty
end apprchension swept the ship, Would the luck of the Sangamon
hold: Could she cscape damage once again?

Orders were received sometime between October 1 end 12
assigning the Sangemon to Task Force 77, & massive organization
under Vice Admirel T. C. Kincoid, The force's objective was the
Philippincs. The escort carrier group to whicH the Sangamon
was assigned included 18 CVEs under the commend of Rear Admiral
T. L, Sprogue (zboard Sengemon), Operation plans outlined in
meticulous detell what ench of the hundreds of ships participating
wag to do. Theoy pointed out the specific target--Leyte, Leyte
lay not on the open sea but on the inboard side of a long gulf
plmost closod to seaward by lend and surrounded by the myriad
islands of tho Philippines, Thesc geogrephical facts proved un-
fortunate for the Sangamen and some of her sisters,

Shortly after dawn on October 12 the Sangamon and cleven
other carricrs stoamed out of Manus bound for the Philippines.
Two columns of six carricrs cach formed and tho ships moved out
“to soa with their gun crcws prectice-firing on a towed slecveX,
Libout noon Task Group 77.2, tho bombardment unit composad of
battleships, cruiscrs and dostroyers, appoercd on the horizon,

*\ long canvas cylindor towed at the ond of a long lino by an airplane,
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The CVE's and the bombardment unit joined in the afternoon to

farm anc lerge force under Rear Admiral J. B. Oldendorf, Other
ships were to join later, Six CVEs end scme cruisers had re-
mained behind to escort transpnris.

Far two days 1little disturbed the tedium of steaming. Late
#n the afternoon of the sccond day, however, rumblings af a storm
to come penctrated the calm. This time it wes ncture's storm
ond not the storm of battle. Next morning a typhoon, reported .
in the nartheast, whipped up winds eround the formatlon. The
ship's meteorologist scanncd his chorts worriedly aond herrcssed
the communicctions office for cny cdditiennl word on the storm,
The weathcr continucd to thicken through the 16th. Shortly
before noon of that day the hattleship end cruiser group left
the formation to proceced t» Leyte Gulf, wherc they were to bem-
berd the landing beoches threo days in cdvance of the amphib=
ious farccs.

Winds continued strong around the corriers, increasing
toward gales. As the night worc cn hecvy scos pounded the ships.
Along towcrds morning the number two motor whele boit, the
vherry cnd the port bnom on thc Sangemon carried awey. The small
boys in the sercen were suffering en cven worse trouncing. The
most scriously dcmaged was the destroyer escort Rowecll which lost
her mast, The typhoon moved to within less then 100 milcs,
Visibility becemc limited to &s little es one mile. Yaves broke
over the Sangamon's flight deck end spray whipped up onte the
supcrstructure,

Fortunrtely tho typhoon epprocched no eloser.  Lete on the
17¢h the winds fell off cnd the sccs subsided. The cerriers
once morc turned towards Leyto, having clecrod on uncnticipcted

barrier in their quest of the Philippincs,

October 18th found the Sengemon opereting with Task Unit
77:4.1 off tho Philippines. The unit included the Chencngo,
Santee, Suwannce and cscorts. Two other carriers, thc Scginaw
Bay end the Petref Bey, werc to join the unit on the 22nd, The
operating arca of this unit lay ecst end southeast of Leyte Gulf,
The ships wore for the most pert within sight eithcr off Scmer or
Mindanzo. This gove Jop lookouts stationed eon mountein tops on

opportunity to kecp the unit under constant observation,

The Sangamon end her sisters lecunched flights in support of
cdvanced elements nf Task Fercc 77, opercting in Leytc Gulf, end
cugnmented these with strikes ageinst Leoyte end Viscyon cirficlds,

‘Whether recling under the impact of the initial asscult or merely

mcrking time until they enclyzed the situation, the Jcps did not
strike beek immedictely. Ofton his planes cppecred on the roder
sercen but, until the 20th no cnemy circraft epprocched the ship,
no cttock materialized,




On the dey af the actusY Mvasion, October 20th, dawn brokc
through a scrcen of high cnd middle clouds, gencrelly sccttered.
There wes no rain and visibility was gond. All in cll, it
wes ¢ good day for invesion. The ship procceded with routine
operations, leunching ¢ combat tir patrol for the Leyte crea at

- 0552 cnd & suppert mission zt 0750.

Thon a8 the ship was launching a "How" hour strike rcgainst
Loyte ct 0825, it heppened. The shrill sound of the gonorel
plarm cut through the nolse of plancs warming up on the flight
dock, Threc Zekes, heving eluded rader detection, cppeered
high over the Sentee. They dropped three bombs but nissed.
Flying fast into thc west, they diseppecred briefly. At 0827
they were sighted cgain coming in low on the water forwerd of
the Sengeman's port beem. As they drew necr, the Sangamon's
port bzttery brokc loosc with 2 ship-shaking berrage. Stending
staunchly on thc open bridgo, Ceptain Browder roared:

nSheot the bastards dmwm."

Exactly whet heppened in the next fow minutes is nbscure,
as in ¢11 such ccscs. Onc planc turned nn its right wing ebout
500 yards ‘from the Sanganon cnd flew erraticelly cleng the pert
side. Tt probably wes this planc thct was spottecd by a Sangamon
fighter, just lounched, who geve chase cnd shnt it down with
several 50 czliber bursts.

The second Jap plene cvidently turncd end fled from the
ship's withering fire. The third Zeko pressed home its ctteck,
It strafed the Sangamnn, thcn whipped eround herd end cemc in
fast t» skip c bomb into the ship's port side. 48 the plecne,
still undor firo, pulled up over the bow, it burst into flamcs
and plunged into tho son, Tho pilnt--ho grve hip namo s Yashio
Yememoto, petty officer first claes of the Jepaneso Nevy--wos
picked up by tho dcstroyer Trcthen end later delivered to the

Sungaman.,

The cerrier took hor hit at Frcme 83 on the main dcck level,
Although e two by six section of stecl pleting ripped loosc, the
boub friled to-penctrcte or explode and tumbled back into the soc.,
Fiftecn seconds lotor it exploded at o point some 300 feet farther
«ft, but it wes only a low order dotonction of thewpert of the
missile that had not crumbled on impact.

The cxplosinn lifted and shook the cerrier from stem to
stern, but orly ccused superfieiel demege. Whet was more glar-
ingly obvious wes thet electrie power fciled, the gyro repceters
went out cnd the electric stecring wes uscless. The ship lost
spocd and dropped out of formation, her storboerd ongino frlling
off to lecss then two-thirds. With her port engine running full
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group, Task Unit 77,4.2, was operating 30 to 50 miles north of
the number three unit, '

3. In Loyte Gulf itself lay the battleships, cruisers and
destroyers of the bombardment group, plus countless transports,
supply ships, landing craft and other similar vesscls,

On the morning of the 24th, the Third Flect's plenes sightod
two large Jap surfcec forees moving eastward, one in the Sibuyan
Sca and one in the Sulu Sea, Both these forces were taken under

" heavy air ottack and many ships domaged, leanwhile, a third Jap

unit, this onec built around carriers, was reported by o Navy
search planc to be moving down on the Philippines from a point
some 20N miles off Northern Luzon, To meet this threat, Third
Flcet units sped northward to intercept,

During the early morning hours of tho 25th the force first
sirhted in the Sulu Sea attempted to slip inteo Leyte Gulf but
Scventh Fleot battleships, cruisers, destroycrs end PT boats met
and routoed it,

The sccond Jap forceo, however, slippod out of San Bernardine
Strait into tho Pacific and the opereting area of the CVIs,

This heavy force--four battleships, oight cruiscrs, plus destroycrs--

burst uncxpectedly on CVE Unit 77.4.3 end took it under fire,
This unit was thon about 1N to 120 milcs north of the Sangamon
and her group, Tho Sanpamon's unit immedictoly leunched a strike
to aid the embattled CVEs, Not many plencs wiere available for
this strike, howevcer, because twe other flipghts alrcoady had beon
sont to hammer tho enemy--onc as a combat air patrol over the
Leyte arce and the other to hit at the Jap Forco that attemptced
to steem into Leyte Gulf,

About the time the Sangamon finished launching hor strike,
sovoral onony planes wore ploked up on the radar screen 15 miles
awey, In a few minutes the Sangamon and her sisters were under

“a terrifyinz alr attack,

A Jap plnné preeipitated out of & thin cloud cover, roared
down upon the Santee, dropped a bomb and crashed into the flight
dock in a suicide attack,

This was the Kamikaze-=-the first time thc Sangzamon's force
witnessed the violent action of the Kamikazo (Divine Wind) Corps,
pledzed to plunge its planes to death on U.S., Ships,

Sevoral more Zckes were sighted ovorhcad, each apparently
Picking o terget and proparing for a suicide. 4t 0738 onc plum-
meted towards the Sangamon in a scrocaming, strafing dive., At
first ho scomod to oxperionco difficulty in aiming himself, But
at 3,000 foet he roared hard and straipght through the hoavy anti-
aircraft boarrage, At 1,000 foct ho faltored. Ho veored slirhtly

12

P——rT




apperently badly hit, Then he missed the ship, plunging into
the sec off the port bow end cxploding., So cleose did he come thot
three men on the forecastle were wounded, one of them fatelly.

Three more ecnemy planes'still circled overherd, Then they

- ton began to break off individually and plunge dovm towerds the

ships. One crossed cstern of the Sangemon at about 5,000 feot,
turncd and came up through the fire of the ship'!'s cntirc port
battery. It noscd up for a momcnt and plunged inte the Suwennoc,
At 0759 the Sangemon mpened fire with its port guns st the second
Jep plane, attacking the Petrof Bay. Thet Jep pilot missed, ton,
plunging to death in the sea. A minute nr so loter the Sangamon
blasted away agein at the third plane, This Jep circled the
formatirn end then fled into the West, ;

During the eir action the Santee reported she also had been
torpedoed, At AB03 the destroyer Trathan sightcd a periscope
ebout & mile awzy., She turned to stteck but the sub eluded her
depth charges.

Back 'in the formation the Suwennee end Santee were billowing
forth fleme and smoke, The Scntee was fighting a six degrce list
resulting from the torpedo hit., Scattered about the ses were the
many men who had tumbled overbocrd when the suiciders struck ond
exploded. The destroyer escort Bull scurried zbout rescuing them,
meny of whom were injured critically. Leter the more serious
cases were transferred to the Scngemon.

Finclly the Sentee and Suwennee reported the fires under
control, Spirits cbeoard cll the ships were bolstercd by « cour-
cgeous announcenent from the battered Suwaonnee,

"41l fires are out," boomed the voice over the intra-ship
radio circuit. "All we found of the Jrp arc bits of his flesh,

. We're ready fnr battle cgain,"

Within two hours after the fires were out, both carriers
hed resumed flight operctions, At 1116 the Sangemen herself had
& casualty., The cleetrie steering foiled end the Diescl genercators
lost their lond, The starboard cngine fell off to 44 RPM due to
loss of vacuum when the starboard condenser was pumned dry and
the eir ejector became hot cnd vepor-bound. Shartly after this wos
repeired the eatepult ecble parted cnd it was estimated it weuld

‘requirc 20 hours to replece, Fortunately = sherp breeze struck up

permitting free deck tekeoffs rather then the usual cotcpulting,

Enemy cir cttacks fell off the rest of the dey clthough there

.was onc weok strike ct 1145, Two plenes cpprocched tho disposition,

Ane of which wes shot dewm cbout 10 milcs awey by the combet air
patrel. The other, & Judy, came in, droppcd & smell bomb ncer the
Potrof Bay, strafed the destroyer escort Rowell cnd discppearcd to-
the eastwerd,




llcantime, Sangamon pleonos wero attacking both the southern
end middle Jap surface forces, They werc seriously handicapped
by a lack of hcavy armor piereing bombs, Such bombs had been
omitted to meke room for more of the smaller types, There was
the additional hancdieap in that the Sangemon, having bcen out of
a navy yerd for a year, was not-equipped to handle rockcts as many
CVEs werc, ’

Twenty=four sortiss in all were launched to aid the blows
against the Jop flcet., Vhen the reports finally came in on these
attecks the followinsg tally for Sungamon plancs was recorded:

(1) Jop ships south of Leyte:

1 BB possible torpedoed. (Battleship),
1 DD seriously damaged by strafing, (Destroyer),

(2) Ships east of Sanmar:

1 BB strafod,
1 Mogami eclass cruiscr possibly torpedoed,
2 Tone class cruisers damaged by strafing and ncar misses,

(3) Jap unit retiring through San Bernardino Strait:

1 Nachi cless cruiser strafed and damaped by one 500
pouns SAP and & 351 pound DC. (Scmi-Armor Picreing/
Depth charge),

Lt derkness that night Sangomon pilots werc disbursed over
the entire battle arca whore they had landed, many of them out
of gas, Thero werc eisght at Tacloban, two at Dulag, four were on the
Suwannee and one was believed to be on o tanker. Eight were un=
eccounted for, although some lator were locatoed,

Lt 2038 tho scarrcd romnants of CVE unit 77,4.3, which had
been attoacked by the heavy Jap fleet ships, was sightod six miles
astern of the Sangamon's formation., An cnemy submarinc was pursuing
the carriers which were traveling without escorts* Threc destroyers
were dispatched to assist but the sub submersed and éisappeared,
Shortly thcreafter a Jap plane, cvidently a gnoopcr, appeared in
the vicinity, It did not attack, however,

The romnants of TU 74.4.3 joined the Sangamonls disposition,
At 2230 thc destroyer cscort Coolbaugh in the screen reported a
sound contact, On turning to investigate sho sighted a periscope
deod sohead, She scurriced forward and dropped her depth chargos,
A moment later a loud explosion rent the air and watchers on tho
Sangamon saw a flash of flame rise some 210 feot obove the wator,
. The Coolbaugh elaimod a direct hit. A fow minutos lator the
Potrof Bay roportod a torpedo wako close aboard parnlloling hor
starbonrd sido,* No additional attucks deovoloped thut nipht and
TU 77.4.3 lcft tho formation noar dawvm, doparting for Woondi,

*Groatost examplo of courage that I have evor soon - DDs & DEs against

full gunnod BDo and orulsers,//ho uxooutive officor of Potrof Bny sald
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The Szngemon's communicztions shack rcccived some cheerful
news on the morning of thec 26th. The Jep fleet, broken end
routed wes flecing through the secas and narrow straits of the
Centrzl Philippines,

4t 0830 o strike of six fighters cerrying - 500 pounds SAPS
was loaunched to attuch & Jep cruiser cnd destroyer fleeing south
of Masbztc., The planes scored probable hits on o Kume class
cruiser-- it later was reportcd that it sank--end sank the destroyer
with repectcd strefing cttecks. In this end prcvious attacks the
Sengemon pilots were met by intense anti-aircreft fire, yet they
mede run ofter run unwavering. Practically all the plenes were
hit by flck, :

Enemy air attucks over the Leyte ares on the 26th wore light,
Two Sangemon pilots, flying combat air petrol, reported only one
smcll group of nine Jep plenes. They shot two of these down,

But the mornings chcering news was nffset shortly after noon.
At 1215, six to eight cnemy plenes w:re reported by the Combat
Informetion Center to be coming in from the north 48 miles ewey.
When the raid closed to 25 miles it split into three groups. One
group, threo plancs in £11, uas intercepted «nd destroyed by the
combe.t &ir patrol. The other two groups, cpperently heving
disappecred, cluded the fighters end ceme in without showing on
the reder scroen. At last they were spotted through the binoculers
in the zltestretus clouds high overhesd, Therc errerently were
fowr plenes, menucvering and winging over as they prepcred to
corc down. :

411 ships opencd fire. One plene erashed into the wetor Just
missing the Petrof Bay. Two of them flecd. But the lest onc hit
home. Down he fleshéd through hoavy flek. it first he eppcarcd
to hove chosen the Scngumon for his suicidal objective, But et
5,000 fect, whether detcrred by the ship's fierce fire or seeing
a better terget in the Suwannce's planes parked forverd, he
turned out and circled the Scngamon's stern. The hcavy flek
berrcge continued, but, somehow, he esceped 2 fotal hit, Up he
zoomed, then nosod over cnd dove inte the Suwennce, striking ond
cxploding on the flight deck ncar the base of the islend,

A hugo bell of orcnge fleme burst over the decky- engulfing the
bridge ond &1l the parked plenes, hs this flemc lcaped skyueard
it gave vey to ¢ mess of billowing whitc smoke, which turned bleck
as the ship burned. The stricken cerrier, out of control, siung
in & wide turn ceross the Sengemon's bow. The Stngemon ceme hard
left to-cvoid her, crossing in her wake. Scettered over the sec
wcre fifty or sixty of ‘the Suwenneo's men end the Sengemon stopped
‘her engines lcost thesc seilars be ccught in the twirling screys.
Throe rofts and two life nots were dropped to the swimmers belmw,

The Suwennee graduclly cemo to o stop in her slow blind turn,
4 grect piller of smoke mounted into the civ hundreds
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of feet zbove her. Flames crackled and billowed from

her sides and flight deck., While other carriers of the format-
ion manuevered in wide arcs around their wounded sister, the
destroyer escort Coolbaugh and the destroycr Trathen rescued
personnel from the water,

Once arain the Suwannee showed she was a couragecous, ruge
ged carrier, . In just 48 minutes after she was hit, all fires were -
controlled. At 1430 sho rejoined the formation, making full speed,
fis an opcrating ecarricr, however, shc was out, The Jop suicider
hed been far too destructive, Her pleones, some of which were
attempting to land at the time of the attack, landed eboard other
carricrs, IMany of her injured were transferred to the Sangamon.
Late thot night the Suwannce left the task unit for Kossol Roads,

The next two days proved anti-climatic but they still were

~ trying oncs for the Sangamon, The strain of constant vigilonce

end lack of slcep bepan to tell on the crew. Encmy plancs, mostly
Snoopers, continued to appear on the radar serecn, The ship went
to general quarters repeatedly cven after the cruisers Phocnix end
Shropshire and four destroyers arrived to lend their guns to the
formation's defensc. One Zeke approached end was shot dovn nearby.
A Judy, very high, erossed tho disposition and drew fire from many
ships,

No longor ncoded, tho Santoc loft for Manuas after having
operated almost two days since taking hor torpedo hit and suicider,
The mastless Rowell accompanied hor back, Mcanwhile, tho Chonango,
Saginaw Bay and escorts rcturned from their lons mission to Morotai
for replacement planes and rejoined the unit. ;

. No more kamilkazo plenos attacked during thc remainder of the
operation; But the vivid picturcs of their screaming, terrifying
dives were stamped indelibly in tho minds of the crow. The suici-
dors had not proved effective in stemming the invasion of the
Philippines but they had eroated a ncw problem of war,

Admiral Sprague who had witnessed their dives from the
Sangamon's flag bridgc aptly described them as "robot bombs with
human minds", Ceptain J, M, (Kit) Carson, Syraguc's Chicf of Steff,
end a veteran of many kinds of Jap attacks, deseribed the suieide
plunges as "tho nost terrifying type of offense I havo cver gaoen,"

So when orders to leave the Leyte area finally arrived on the
29th a feeling of relief and jubilation swopth through the ship's
company. . They had undergone a rough cxperience and they
knew their jobs had been well done, The fun crews stuck to thoir
stations through secmingly cndless periods of fire, The flight
dock and ecatapult erews pushed and stoutly worked cven while under
attack, Officors and mon both above and below dock handlod thoir

"Jobs without faltoring, yct knowing death hovered in the scas ncerby

and in the skiecs overhead,

The ship had launchod 473 sortics in 15 days undor hazardous
conditions~--storms, night oporations, onomy attacks. Yet no
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major accident, not oven a barricr crash occurred,

Commendations woere an old thing to the Songamon. But when
sho received them this timc sho felt they were well Justified,

Admiral Kindaid's message:

MG for Adm, Sprasue x The gallant action of

the groups under your comnand saved the day

in Leyte qulf x  You may be suro I am proud and

rrateful, )
Kinkaid.

Adniral Ninitz said:

CinCPac joins Com7th Fleet in respect and
~edmiration for the perfornmance of the oscort
corriers in their gallant fight against heavy
odds,

The messege from the ship's own Adnmiral Sproguo was most
valucd, Ho said:

To the officers and men of the escort carricrs and to -
to the next of kin of those who were lost x This task group
has participated in ono of the decisive battles of this
war x The aircraft of thesc carricrs have not only met
and defcated encmy attacks in the air but they have turncd
back a large cnemy fleot composed of his most modern ships x
The intrepid courage, skill and fightins spirit of the
pilots and air crewmen were superb x Never have fizhting men
hed a greater task and nevor have fighting men performod
their duty with greator determination and distinction x
The soamanlike handling of the vossols x The brilliont
offensive and defensive work of tho scroen x The cool -
accuracy of the gunners x The sustained and inpcrturable
handling of planes on dock x The calm singleness of pur=
pose of the rcarming and ;gasoline details x Thc pronpt
end efficient action of tho demege control parties and
engineors x A1l contributed to turning the tide of battle
~ to victory x fgainst such toamwork the cnermy could not
prevail x I am prcud to have been privileged to be present
and observo your achicvements x lay God blcss cveryono of
you and may the citizens of your country forover romembor
and be thankful for your couragc x To the mothers, fathcrs,
sisters and brothers, wives and sons and daurhters of those
who were lost I say be comforted and inspired in the
thought that the vietory for which thesc men contributed
so frcely and couraseously gave their lives has contributed
immoasurebly to the final dofeat of the onony.

'

T. L. Sprajuo,
Rear Admiral, U,S, Navy,
In cormunication talk MSG-Messapo;CinCPac--Commandcr~in-Chicf, U.S,
Pacific Floot & Paeific Ocoan Aroas;Com7th-Commandur 7th Fleot and
tho x's ocquals poriods,
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Departing from Leyto Gulf area on October 29, the
Sangamon stecamed into !Manus four days later, She remained
therc until November 9, Then she beran her long ond much
deloyed voyage homo,

The Sangemon finally arrived at Bremcrton, Washington,
and thore were leaves and recrcation for the crew, rcpairs and
alterations for the ship. In some ways, those 400 days ot sea
had rendercd the carricr obsoclote. Both at Leyte and in the
Mariannas her plancs had to pock away with 5N~caliber guns
while othcr carricrs scnt out rocket-equipped aireraft., The
helplessncss of oxclusive rolience on the old type air scarch
radar was patent at Leyte, A ycar-long series of failurcs on
the Sengamon and her sisters pointed up the neod for additionel
catapults, During the Navy Yard ovailability period from
November 30N to January 24, workmen romedicd these deficicnecs,
They installed & rockct stownge space and a sccond catapult, A
new~typo rader was included in tho rodesigned Combat Information
Center, In oddition, there werce installod throe neow L0 millimetor

. mounts, a bomb clevator, 1irhts for night flight operations and

odditional fire fighting cquipment.

The crulso back into the Pacifie war was loisurcly but
hishly importent, From January 2Ly-to Jenuery 20 the ship eon-
ducted post-repair trials in Puget Sound. Then she steamed down
to San Francisco, arriving February 1. Durins the short trip
heavy scas inflicted considerable damege to the forward arcas
of the ship and difficultics arose with the port main turbino.
This necessitated a 10-day repair peried et tho Alemeda corrier
pier, 2

At Alamoda o now commanding officér, Coptein A, I, Malstrom,
roported abonrd, rolioving Captain Browdor. N

Y5 s
From February 16 to Maroh 5 tho ship spont its timo in
ond noar Pearl Harbor, training tho now odr group, CVEG33,
Thon on March 5 sho doparted for the forwared battle crocs in company
with tho battleship Marylend and four escorts.

The doperture marked the beginning of a now and rugged
adventuro, The Sangamon errived at Ulithl March 16, «Therc she
found meny ships gathering and preparing for the invasion of
Okinawa~the final assault on the scalencs to Tokyo. The Sangamon
was nssipgned to Task Unit 52.1,1 under Rear LAdnirel C.4,.F, Sprogue,
The unit was one of two eseort corricr groups to-be engaged in the
initial attack,

The approech to Okinawa was almost without incident, The
Sangomon!s plancs flew routine flights over the asscmbled forces
ond, in addition, her new night fightcrs went out on dusk and
davm potrols, The Sangamon's night fighter unit wes tho first to
bc put aboard an oscort carricr, On the 24th a nisht fighter
coming in for a landing, hit the Fenshaw Bay's YE antennac, high
on the island, and cerashed into the sca, The pilot was not
recovered despito a thorouch scarch.

hctual oporations around Okinawa bosan on March 25;‘sovon
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dxga-prior to the jnvasion date, During the sevon~day perioed tho
Sangemon operated 50 niles south of Okinawa, providing support
for actirities close to the beach, On April l--Love Day--she
lcft Adniral Spraguc's unit and joined the other carricrs of

her division to form Task Unit 52,1.3 under Rear Admiral Willianm
D, Sample,

Fron April 1 to April 8, sho continucd to fly off her
routine patrols, leunch support missicns to aid the forces around
the beach and maintain a night combat air petrol until 2115,

On March 26, o Sangamon nicht fighter shot dovm a Val in a
rodar--controlled interception. This was the first time in Navy
history a nizht fighter flovm from an escort carrier successfully
carried out o night interception, The Val was pickoed up shortly
before dawn some 4O miles away, C.L.C. vectored out e night fighter
to intercept, Shortly the night fishter sighted the eneny planc

on his radar, closed in and shot it down in flamcs,

On April 2, two night crashes ocrurred, At 2100 a fighter
attempting o landing broke through all barriers and crashed into
the plancs parked forward, 4t 2200 a sccond plane repeatcd the
performance, The crashes damaged eipht planes beyond repair and
put the barriers out of cormission until noon the next day., There
was no fire and no injuries, however,

Moanwhile, the Japs werc beginning to sirike back in force
at -Okinawa, On April 6 Sangemon fisghters on patrol over Kerama
Retto entered the general mclec of the day and shot cown three
Jap planes,

On April 8 the Sangamon and other ships of her unit moved
to a new opcration arca 70 milcs east of Sakishima Gunto, This
group of islands included two---Ishigake and HMiyaio-- on which
the enemy had airficlds for launching attacks apainst shipping
oround Okinawa, It bacamc the task of the Sangamon's unit to
kcop those fields inoperative,

The islands becamc what the air group called "our baby,"
Since othcr carricrs of the division took over the routine
patrols, every flight from the Sanpamon to Salkishima was cither
a strike or a targct combat air petrol. It consitiuted a
rigorous job to keep thec Japs grounded, The Sznsemon planes
had to kecp hitting the tarpget all day ond most of the night. Yet
the Japs doggedly stuck to rcpairing their battered fieclds and
installations,

Sovoral breaks occurrod in the schedule, Uoather closcd in
on tho tarpgots for scvoral days. There was unother day of ro-

.fuoling, two more days of support missions for Oidnewa, anothor

day of re-arming and re-provisioninz at Kerama Rotto and two more
days of strikecs and patrols during the occupation of Ie Shima,

During all this timo, howevar, tho closcst approach tho
onomy mede to tho Sangamon's formation was durlng tho mid=-nmorning
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of tho 12th. Two enemy plancs, closing, appeared on the redar
screcn, They camo in drovoping "window" in tho usvel deceptive
manncr of Jap plancs bent cn attoack, 0C,I1.C. vectored out the
combat cir potrol and i1t shot down one ilyrt within sight of the
ship, Thc other planc fled. A perachube was scen to drop from
tho flaning Myrt but when a destroyer reachad it no body was
found, Another destroyer recovered the pilotis body from the
planc!s wrockana,

In about Midedpeil, Adnirol Samplo teannfoerred hio flog from
the Suwannce to the Sanpomon, He introduccd a now schedulo for
the ship ot this time., Tho Sanpamon bocumo a nipght-operating
carrier almost exclusivoly, Large dawn and duvsk strikes wero
lounched dailsy, Heockler missions wero kept cver Ishigeki and
Miynko flelds at night,

Our plaonos noted considerable activity around these fields
deospite the continual bombings and strafings, On thoe 18th and on
the 21lst Jap plancs were sighied either in the air or on the
ground, The Japs were not "writing off" those ficlds as uscless,
Apparently thoy had underpground hengavs or well-camouflapged revet-
ments and brought their plancs out only for dusk and dawn flights.
The Sangamon reached its high point of effectiveness during
tho Okinawa campaign on April 22. A dusk strile of cight fighters
end four torpecde plenss wes lLaunched spainst the Sckishime group.
Thoy leter werc joined over the tergot by four nignt fighters,

As the strike approached Miyako, it spotted a large group of
oeneny plancs--possibly 25 or 30--warming up on Nobara Field, UMost
of them scemed to be twin-cngined jobs, d4s the Sanpgamon plancs
bogan their attack, seven Oscars appcared overhead at ebout 14,000
feet,

Our planes pressed home their attack on the grounded aircraft
first. Down they plunged. Bombs, rockets and 50-salibor machine
gun firec tore into the cnomy planss. Explosions and flenmcs sproad
destruction among the aireraft oni Jap personncl, Then the fighter
planes turned tovarda tho sceven Osears overhcad. In the ensuing
fight five Oscars wcre shot dovm, Latcr four more Oscars wore
sighted and shot dowm with thc aid of tho newly arrived division
of night fighters, Thus by destroying whet must have been 2 major
portion of thc cnemy's Sakishima eir foree, Scnganmon planes accomp-
lished in a singlc stroke the purpose for which thc task force had
bocn sent thoro,

After this master stroke, opcrations scttled into a round of
noutralizing strikes apeinst the ficlds until Muy Z4---tho day the
Sangamon steamed into Kewama Rotto to roplonish supplivs,

May 4 was the larmest sinple doy in thoe Sungameon's history,

Shortly before dawn sho slipped intec Kerama Retto in company
with the destroyer Fullam and tho dustroyer vscort Dennis, Many
oneny aircraft in the area and over ncarby Okinawa forecd her to
sound ranaral anartoara aavarnl timea dardne Pho Ao Tha mmnamr
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Fate dealt the carricr a body blow late in the day,
Her departure was delayed by the lete arrival of some aviation .
lubricating oll, Ilad she begun her return trip on time, May 4
probably would have been just ancther routine day,

At 1830 she finally got underway, Low curmlus clouds
and fine light effects provided an ideal setiing for an cnemy
attack,

Hardly had the ship socurcd hor speeiel soa detall when
C.I,C, picked up a lerge proup of enomy planes on one of the
radars sonc 60 niles to thc southwest, At about 40 miles the
other air-search radar set econfirmed that there were six to
tweclve planss, Shortly thercafter the Sangamon and her two
escorts went to general quarters and swung into an anti-aircraft
disposition, '

Land--based fighters over Kerama Retto were vectored out
to intercept and they tally-ho*d the enemy some 20 miles away
from the ships, According to subscquest reports they shot down
nino Japs in the ensuing air battlc. Some got away,

At 1902 o Tony was sighted visually three or four miles
off the Sangamon's port bow, circling fast to the left,

The carrier swung into a hard left turn, both an avoiding
nancuver ond an attempt to get into the wind to launch her own
plancs, Then all thrce ships opeacd fire, The Spears, a patrol
craft ncarby, also turned its guns on the planc, The Jap zoomed
in a wide arc astern of the carrier, then straightencd out on a
course parolleling the Sangamon®s, Hils spced was terrific,
Smoke began strcaming from the Tony as flak began to rip through
it. The Jap continued to head towards the carrier, his wings
alnost voertical, -But cither the pilot was hit or tho plancis
spced was so great he could rot guite nose into the ship,

He crashed jinto the water ebout 25 feet off the starboard bean,
So close did hc come that the ship's transmitting ontonnae
was carricd away, LB

Three men went over the side but were reoscucd later

by another veesol, (The Spears picked them up),

As the sun set the Sangamon completed its turn into the
wind ond launched two nizht fighters, The fighters were vectored
out immediately on an cnemy contaet picked up by C.I.0,, 12
niles to thz southwest, Nothing wes sighted by the fighters
end the contact disoppeared on the radar sereen at six niles,

Gun crows and lookouts contirued to scan the darkening sky
anxiously, Below docks, ordnanccmen repidly comploted stowing
rockets, closed tho bomb olcvator hutch against the possibility
of rcncwed attack and hurried to their battle stations. All
other personnel clecared the hangar deck,

At 1925, twenty-~two minutes after sunset, the Fullam
reported an cnemy rader contact bearing 264 deprees truo, dis-
tance 12 miles. Tho Sanramon®s rador niekod it un almaat
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immediately and the two nizht fichters werc sent out to inteor-
cept, As scen from tho bridge the two £ _zhters disappcared
into a dark clond ia the wcct At gbout the same tine a twin
cengined Jap planc was sighted broaking ovt of the same cloud
cover ebout threo rilles pway, Ho elreled fost towards the
rcar of the formation, AMAlL ships opened fire but the pleno,

e Nick, cluded tho cone of flek and slippod into a dersc black
cloud about 3000 fcot eaft,

Guns woro checked momontarily to roorient for tho expected
attack, Gunners puercd anxiously into the derkenod sky, Then
the ettack began, The Nisk plunged out of the clowd, His speod
inercased as hs flashed downwerd diroctly at the carricr, Flak
fron the Sangamon end the Fullam astern rivped into the Nick,

He didn't waver, Leveling out mementarily at onc point, he
nosed ovcr again into a more shallow suleidal dive, Fleak con-
tinued to blte into the plane, It flamcd, Then tho Nick was
ovor the ship. It dropped a borb load and crashed throush

the center of the flight deck,

A tromendous cxplosion cnsuved. A huge flemc burst sky-
ward, sccming to eover the cn*ire ship, The two 26-ton clevators
were 1ifted dinto the air by the blast and scttled asry in thelr
former scete, The ship hLJolf choddered as though attempting
to shakc off a fatal blow, For a momcnt a silcnee scemzd to
scttlc over the Sangamon, Then there was chaos, Filames began
leaping from the siwip. Fire broke out amoug plaucs on the
flight and hangar docks, Rupturcd steam and water Jincs hissed
and gushed, The roar and cracrle of oxplceding ammunitlon added
a terrifiec din to the fircy scenc. The firc ragced gonerally
on the flizht deck, on thc honpar deck and on the fucl or main
deck, A hoavy black smok%o.billowed slgrword,

Tho ship took -1ts hit at *192?, Rrid-e communications
romaincd intnct for a few minutes, longz cnough to put the ship
on a course out of the wind, Captain Malstrom ordered ol
hands off tho bridgo oxccpt tho navipator, tho helmsman and
the ceptain®s orderly. Captain Malstrom, too; remained on
the bridge, As the fires grew cleetrical and telophone lines
burned through, so that by 1955 all COWﬂ“an“bloﬂs from the
tridge were severed,

Finally the ship storted o slow tlind turn. It was
apparent then that control betwcen the engine room™and the bridge
had been cut, Shortly thercafter, however, the Sengamon stcadied
on a safe coursc to thc south at slow Sﬁupﬂ as steering control
was assuncd ot the emergency stecring unit--Balt II--back aft,
At 2025 the bridge was abandoned entirely cond a cornmand post
esta blishcd by thc Captain on the forwuwrd ond of the flirht deock,

Firc burned genorally new on the flight deck betweon tho
two clevators, throushout the entirc hanger deck where quantities
of ,50 ealiber, 20 millimeter and /2" millimcter ammunition
econtinucd to explode, in the cotwalks, on the un sponsons and
ov parts of the muain douck,
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The Sanzamon literally was divicded iunto two separate i
.unlts by tho flames., The thick wall of fire through the mid-
dle of the carrier prevented those on the forward part from
knowing just what was happening in the efter part, oand vice
versa, '

As in any catasirophe involving hundreds of men, there

. werc countless incidents that night that never will be recorded.
There were heroie deeds, somc knovm, some unsung, Therc was
death and teorrible pain, Therc was quick thinking and inertia,
There even wos some huror,

. Vith the ship divided by flames and communications severed
eccntralized control was impossible, Ramifilecation from the
suicide hit and fire werc many, All sorts cf problens dcvoloped
in all scctions of the ship ond men in cach scction uvsed the
mcans best at hand to solve tliem,

Fire fighting groups often wore driven back by scalding
water, exploding ammunition, firec and dense smole, Butb they
hung on, Many things went on simulbonsously. Doctors and
pharmacists mates treated the wounded and busned, Breaks in
fire mainsg werc isolated, Steam was scecured on rupiured ouxil-
lary lincs., A threce end one~h2lf degrco list was corrccted,
Submersible punps and handy billies were rigged., DBroken riscrs
were located and sceured,

Back aft on the flight deeck men pushed u-burned and
partly burned planes over the slde beforc they becamo enveloped
in flames., .

Several ships came alongsido at great risk to aid in
fighting the fire, LCI &1 fousht the henpar decl: fire from
the port side, LCT 31, attempting the same, suffercd extensive
damaze to her supcrstructure whon she collided with the Sangamon,
The destroycr Hudson, attcmpting to get close to the sterboard
sldo, also suffcrod damage, In aeddition; e burning plane tum=
bled from tho Senpamon!s flight deck onto the Hudsonls depth
charges, Tho plane was jettiscned without the depth charges
exploding.

By 2200 a1l major firecs werc under control, An hovr or
8o later scattered fires in such places as tho photo laboratory,
the C,I,C, transmitter room and the battery locker practically
were out, At 2320 the cerricr, with tho Domnis and Fullan in
scroening stations, pot underway ot 12 lmots. The Sangemon
'still wes aflont and capable of making specd but fire and ex-:
plosions had shattered her uscfulness for months to come, She
had only onc pleno left and that was badly damagod, Her flight
dock waa a charred muss of twlstoed wood and stocl, - Tho hangt
dock was oven worso, Hor stcol sides were riddled and torn,
She was just a skoloton carricer,

Shortly after dawn tho noxt morning sho rojoinod hor task
unit, There riding gracofully in fernmation she sww a now 105
clags CVE, tho Block Island, which hal joined tho unit tho day
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before, The Sangamon cruised with the disposition all day,
At sunset she lcft on the first lap of a long Journey that was
to bring her to the Norfolk Navy Yoard in Virginia on Junc 12,

As she hecaded out into the dusk of evening--a battered,
blackened, rlane-less carrier---there were many aboard who glanced
back at the sleck 105 class CVE that had replaced her, The
words went unspoken but these thoughts evolved:

The Sanganon was out of the wars forever. She had fought
a good firht--a rugged fight--fron Casablanca to Okinawa, Now
she had been replaced by the Navyis newest most modern CVE.
Her war carcer was ended, Her job was done,

The Quecen of the CVEs, at long last, headed homeward
towards pecaceful waters and a peaceful Worldcoeecscosevonss




